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(1) Society’ s Rational and Moral Identification with Core Values

Jiang Chang » 4

Society’ s identification with core values refers to social members’ support for
and sharing in such values. The main basis for modern citizens’ judgements of the
core values advocated by the state is whether they are rational and impartial. On this
basis, society’ s identification with core values falls into two categories: rational
identification and moral identification. Rational identification comes from the
persuasiveness of the value contents; people acknowledge core or dominant values
because they realize such values have an adequate rational basis. Moral identification
derives from the benign social outcomes (effectiveness) produced by the fairness of
national governance, that is, by people’ s appreciation of the state’ s impartial
distribution of social resources and the public interest. Identification with moral
values depends more on the masses’ awareness, appreciation and understanding of
the fairness and effectiveness of national governance. It differs from rational
identification, which depends on rational analysis, but is of crucial significance for
society’ s identification with core values. In order to implement the spirit of the
Party’ s 19" National Congress, we must strengthen our efforts to promote rational
and moral identification with socialist core values, integrate these core values into the
entire course of social life, and make people internalize these beliefs, qualities, and

norms.

(2) Western Marxist Research on the Mode of Man’ s Existence
Chen Xueming « 24 -

Western Marxism has carried on and developed the theory of alienation
represented by Marx’ s Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844. Marx’ s
work shows that modern man’ s state of existence is one of total alienation. This
alienated state of existence is manifested particularly in the one-sided formation of

)

man’ s life by material things, which plunges him into a consumerist mode of

¢ 204 -



