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ABSTRACTS

(1) Practical Wisdom and the Practice of Wisdom Tian Haiping » 4 -

Practical wisdom is a general concern to contemporary scholars, one not
unrelated to its focus on personal happiness, social justice and the improvement of
human affairs. The focus of practical wisdom is not on explaining what things are ,
but on exploring such rational judgments and value concerns as “what to do” or “how
to do it.” It stresses the outstanding application of practical reason and gives priority
to the rational practice of “changing the world.” Given this philosophical program ,
the form assumed by practical wisdom defines the direction for “changing the world”
through its conformity to man’s human nature, social nature and subject needs.
Practical wisdom strives to promote “the practice of wisdom” in the sense of “making
the world a better place.” Its four functions of “shelving theory, transforming ideas ,
creating society, and cultivating human nature” relate to personal happiness, societal

development and the liberation of mankind.

(2) Public Reason and the Normative Character of Interpretation
Han Donghui « 26 -

Philosophical hermeneutics plays an important role in progress towards the idea
of public reason. Its understanding of rationality focuses on commonality, practicality
and normativity, with a stress on the normative dimension highlighted in historical
culture and social practice. Philosophical hermeneutics’ critique of reason represents
the enrichment and expansion of reason. However, it faces the problem of curtailing
the excessive expansion of pure reason without falling into the swamp of relativism.
This requires that we grasp the hermeneutic situation in terms of context, facts,
rules and perspectives, which allows us to escape from the dilemma of perspectivism.
Public hermeneutics based on public reason offers a promising pathway, founded as it
is on the interaction between philosophical hermeneutics and rational self-criticism. It
is based on the activity of public reason; consequently, its commonality is opened up
and its normative nature clarified. Public hermeneutics should have a clear expressive
form, true cognitive meaning, and the value of self-reflective understanding. The
substantive combination of commonality and normativity enables public hermeneutics
to fully demonstrate the spirit and force of the argumentation and truth-telling of
public reason.
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