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Abstract: It is not uncommon to encounter corruption and bribery implicated in the
complicated guanxi practice in the Chinese society. Drawing upon data from two
ethnographic studies on school place allocation in two southern Chinese cities from 2012
to 2014  this study finds that the ethics of renging safeguards and facilitates bribery.
Renging builds trust and assurance for bribery and provides ethical support for it. The
interactive ritual used in bribery that is the “moralizing” of bribery is mainly to
cover the instrumental element of renging rather than the illegal aspect of it. New
concepts such as the “ritual capital” and “instrumental /i are better suited to describe

the essence of this moral performance.
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Abstract: Life course research is an important field in sociology. The paradigm of the
Continental life course research however has largely been neglected in China. The
purpose of this paper is to examine the connotation advantages and disadvantages of the
Continental paradigm. The Continental paradigm is based on Martin Kohlis theory of
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structural unified whole shaped by social institutions. Under this paradigm a new
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