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Practical Analysis of Grass-root Social Governance Innovation in Megacities

LI Youmei

Abstract: The transition and transformation of the grass- root community governance in cities is closely
correlated with three issues, namely the building of cohesiveness and publicity inside the community by the
reformers, the supply of social public goods, and the cost of social governance investment and risk control, which
reflects the innovative ideas to constantly strike new balance among these three issues. In the process of finding this
balance, different grass-root communities have to constantly adjust the basic units and organization networks of
governance, on the basis of their specific conditions. For megacities in China, the social constitution is featured by
the co-existence of pre-modern, modern and post-modern structures that have generated a lot of new problems,
which posed unprecedented challenges to the capacity and pattern of social governance. Therefore, we can focus on
the following three aspects to innovate social governance in megacities: build a delicacy social governance pattern
with population management and service as the key; build a cooperative mechanism between government and the
society regarding social governance, with solving contradictions as the key; and build government oriented
governance pattern with preventing social risk as the key.

Key Words: Megacities, Grass-root Social Governance, Pattern of Governance, the Origin of the System,

Challenges, Innovate Ideas
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