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Commemorating the 30" Anniversary of Sociological Studies

Sociological Studies and the Study of Sociological Theories in Contemporary
China: Commemorating the 30" anniversary of Sociological Studies ++++--
............................................................... Xie Lizhong 1

Abstract: This is a brief review of literature published in the journal Sociological
Studies focusing on the research of Western sociological theories Chinese sociological
theories and other theoretical issues. It shows this journal has made important
contributions to the development of Chinese sociological theories. It is the most
important journal for the production of sociological theoretical research in Contemporary

China.

Towards a More Mature Sociology: A review of empirical studies in the
Sociological Studies «++v+reveereeeeens Li Lulu  Zhu Bin & Li Caixiang 25

Abstract: Based on papers published in the Sociological Studies this article analyses
the development of Chinese sociological empirical studies. The results reveal that
empirical study has become the mainstream of sociological studies and shows a trend of
diversification standardization and professionalization. Furthermore the authors review
empirical studies in three research fields including “organization and governance”

“stratification and mobility” and “family and life”. In sum these empirical studies
focus on the modernization theory and the “state-society” theory and use two major
analytical frameworks i.e. the “system/structure” framework and the “action/process”
framework. Finally this paper discusses some problems existed in the current empirical

studies especially the involution of questions and the fragmentation of theories.
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