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Hangsheng proposed the social operation theory in the mid-1980s. This paper analyzes
these new changes from the perspective of the social operation theory, examining the
huge impact of the government, market, and society on China’s social operation.
Analysis focuses on five major characterisitcs of the Chinese society: the domination of
the government, the stress on collective interests, the importance of social network, the
significance of status and etiquette, and familial ethics, which are key to the promotion
of the localization of sociology in China.
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Path, Space and Limitation of Rural Land System Reform in China: From
the perspective of the mutual construction of actions under the framework of

“empowerment and restriction of rights” «+eeeeeee Wu Yi & Chen Qi 36

Abstract . This paper analyzes the relationship among the central government, local
authorities and the peasants in China’s rural land system reform from the perspective of
mutual construetion of actions under the framework of “empowerment and restriction of
rights”. Such relationship is formed in the reform process of land management,
administration and expropriation system. These reforms show dual characteristics of
empowering and restricting rights, and contain a misplacement of the three concerned
parties’ demand for policies. The central government encourages the peasants through
constant reinforcement of their land contract rights, while maintainig restriction by
sticking with the collective ownership of the rural land. At the same time, the central
government motivates local authorities through empowerment and concessions, while
trying to contrain their desire for profit. As for the peasants, they actively make use of
the empowerment policy to expand their interests. At the same time, the peasants try to
maintain the system of equal division of land by drawing support from the principles of
restricting rights. Finally, by taking advantage of the empowerment policy and restricting
the rights of peasants, local authorities seek commercial benefits of the land, and
degrive the rights of the peasants. As a result, contradictions of needs for empowerment
and restriction of rights arise among the three parties. Such complicated mutual
construction of actions become an important mechanism through which the path, space

and limitation of the reform are formed.

Conceptualizing Public Disorder: State and the Emergence and Evolution of
“Mass Incident” in Ching «---+-scvsreseeseescanees seeeeees Feng Shizheng 63

Abstract : The past twenty years witnessed the term “mass incident” (quntixing shijian)
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emerging and evolving into a core concept in the state’s agenda of maintaining political
order in China. This paper explores the socio-historical dynamics that gave birth to the
concept of “mass incident”. “Mass incident” as an objective phenomenon has long
existed. It was once referred to as “insurgency” (naoshi) by the state, until the term
“mass incident” was coined in 1994. At first, “mass incident” was a concept used by
the police to describe their task of daily operation. Later it developed into a political
concept adopted by high-level officials. The process of conceptualization is the result of
the coevolution of societal collective action and the state’s responses. On the one hand,
the nature, forms and participants of collective action changed in the past forty years. On
the other hand, the state reformed its ideclogy, organizational structure and acting
strategy. Under such an interplay of the state and society, the term “mass incident”
emerged and evolved.

Multi-channel Strong Intervention, Frames and Protest Outcome: Fuzzy set
qualitative comparative analysis of 40 demolition cases in China «:+------

........................... Huang Ronggui, Zheng Wen & Gui Yong 90

Abstract ; Based on the characteristics of China’s political system, this study proposes an
exploratory analytical framework to explain the success of protests. It contends that
frames and “ objective ”
intervention from the central government but also supportive media coverage by state-

political opportunities, which include not only direct

sponsored national media and favorable institutional framework, can better explain
successful protests. This study systematically compares 40 demolition cases which
occurred in the period of 2003 ~ 2012, using the method of fuzzy set qualitative
comparative analysis. The findings show that multi-channel strong intervention—the co-
presence of direct central intervention and supportive coverage by state-sponsored media-
is a sufficient path to successful protests, whilst the occurrence of multi-channel strong
intervention depends on a favorable institutional environment and the deployment of
multiple frames. In addition, this study sheds light on the dynamics of successful
protests by scrutinizing the cases. In all, this research not only enriches the literature on
protest outcome, but also extends the theories of political opportunities and framing.

Resource Abundance, Rent Dependence and Public Goods Provision:
Evidence from Shanxi’s county-level governments «++esveeveeeeeee serenseans

....................................... Zhuang Yuyi & Zhang Guang 115

Abstract: This paper investigates how natural resource endowments affect local
governments® public goods provision in China. The rentier effect of natural resource,
according to fiscal sociology, will lead to the local govemments having more state
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