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After Argonauts of the Western Pacific. Malinowski’s

Filed Work and the Follow-up Studies on Kula

LIANG Yong-jia
( China Agricultural University Beijing 100083)

Abstract  After Argonauts of the Western Pacific was published a lot of follow-up studies have been

made in the field of anthropology in Britain. This paper based on an analysis of field work method of

Malinowski studies his field work in specific historical situation and summarizes the follow-up studies on

Kula. The writer points out that the follow-up studies are mainly focused on his field work methods and

ethnography of Kula. They have surpassed the functionalist approach of Malinowski. While the charm of

Argonauts of the Western Pacific for today’s anthropology lies in its study on the other beyond quantitative

method and lies in its contentment in investigating “fragments”.
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