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Chinese Experience, Social Transformation and National Mentality

Editor’s note  “Chinese experience” mirrors microscopic changes in Chinese people’ s values and social attitudes against
the backdrop of social transformation during the three decades since the reform and opening up policy was adopted. Narra—
tive about the “Chinese experience” indicates that merely studying “Chinese process” , namely the experiences and lessons
of the Chinese society in the development of macroeconomic and social structure is not complete. Chinese experience also
adds more complete spiritual meaning and valueto the so-called “Chinese process” , which, when come together, constitute
the dual perspectives to understand China’ s social changes or transformation. Furthermore, studies of Chinese experience
cannot be one-dimensional. As a type of transformation-oriented personality or transformation-based social mentality, the
Chinese experience is mostly characterized by its polarization or binary division, which finds the most typical connotation in
both positive and negative elements. The five essays in this volume have pointed out the actuality and uniqueness of the
Chinese experience, referring to the binary division caused by market restructuring and changes in social mentality caused
by credit crisis and the gap between rich and poor. They also give valuable recommendations on how to readjust the national

mentality.
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