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The Education under Siege

Stratum Ecology of Educational Reform Currently
GAO Shui-hong
Center for Sociology of Education Nanjing Normal University Nanjing Jiangsu 210097 China

Abstract Educational reform is difficult and unsatisfactory currently. And the major reason is not lack of clear and
convincing blueprint for reform or the elites who know how to operate the reform process but the complexity of the
whole social eco-pattern in which the education is besieged. So it is almost impossible for education to transform complete-
ly only by itself. In the whole social eco-pattern the stratum eco-pattern is formed by the stratification tendency the struc-
ture solidifying and the micro-politics of social class. It’s the stratum eco-pattern that poses the threat to the content direc-
tion stand and legitimacy of educational reform. Meanwhile it forms the routes besieging the reform such as the unit
protection the family investment the overall elites and the relational capital etc which make the process of educational
reform full of tension everywhere.
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